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READER. | S | | 
Hi little Treatiſe, ( tending towards the | 


been reſtrained, under ſevere penalties, and prt ſſing 
them to the performance of a morall duty, which ſome 

have indeavoured to diſcharge them of, by an attempt 
for it's encloſure, unto perſons peculiarly appointed to | 
take care thereof,) being requeſted thereunto, Tmake 
bold to recommend unto thy ſerious peruſall. The e- 
vidence Which the Author (whom I know not) hath 
given berein of his piety, modeſty, and learning, will 
1 ſuppoſe find a regard even with thoſe who are otber- 
wiſe minded, as to that which he pleadeth for, Iſhall 
only ſay, that as tothe theſis it ſelſe by him maintai- | 
ned, (though he build it not on thoſe principles, which 
in Church affaires I owne as the mind of God, and 
proceed upon; nor extend the priviledge and duty 
therein aſſerted, to their juſt liberty and compaſs, 
yet as to what be hath undertaken,) he hath laid ſuch 
oundations, and given ſuch evidence to his inſeren- 
ces from them, that I hope the truth of it may thereby 
be cleared to ſome, Whoſe concernment it iz to one 
it, before they come to give their account. 
| Ioun Owen, 
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That private Chriſtians may - privately meet 
weekly, upon ſome working day, to pray, read, and 
joyne together in the interpreting of Scriptures , for the 
building up of each other in knowledge and holyneſſe. 


CAP. 1. 
The opening ef the T ermes. 


N the Holy Scripture there is a difference 
made among thoſe that belong to the 
Church of Chriſt, . whereof ſome are 


| ſubmit. | | 
SE || Theſe rulers are men ſet apart by 
impoſition of hands, they are men in 
office, commonly called Miniſters;o/e= 
rus in eccleſià, mentioned in the Scrip- 
3 ture under ſeverall titles; when their 
holyneſſe is imply d, they are ſaid to be wen of God; when their 
vigilancy, warchmen; when their courage, Souldiers; when their 
painfullneſſe, harveſt laborers; when their care over their flock, 
Bepbeardt; when their wiſedome, overſcers; when their neceſſary 
uſe in preſerving and informing men, the ſalt of the earth, and 
the light of the world. ; | | 
_ Theſethat are to ſubmit, are ſaid to be under the charge vf 


called to rule, others are: called to Feb. 13. 17. 


others, others muſt account for them, they have their ſeverall 201.18. 


titles, ſometimes cald hearers, flock, ſaints, virgins, Gods heritage; 


clerus ecclefia , Theſe ate private Chriſtians, whereof. 
1. Some ate learned in tongues and ſciences, as were Grotius, —— yank 


Seldes, and many others:who,by Bi ſtop Hell, are allowed to in- 348 
| A 3 terpret, 
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terptet, and admired for their works, If theſe men had been 
denyed their rights, they were able (as being of age)to have plea- 
\ ded for themſelves. 

2. Others are not learned in the one or the other, but they are 
diligent in reading or hearing, à peculiar people, zealous of good 
workes,anointed with the {pirit,taught of God, having the word 
of Chriſt dwelling in them richly, able to give an account of the 
hope that is in them, and that are not aſhamed of the Goſpell of 
Chriſt, becauſe it is the power of God unto ſalvation. Theſe 
private Chriſtians are here meant 
Privately meeting; this notes the place cheifely and not the num- 
ber of perſons meeting. 

Of Places. 
1. Some are pxblicke: The Jewes had their Tabernacle and 
: Temple, the Gentiles their delubra, Fara, &c. the Chriſtians 
a Memoria Mar. their, Beſilica, Eccleſia, Memoria a, parœchiæ, martyria, &c. their 
„ Anat Churches now; hut whether only fince the firſt three hundred 
Gervalii, @ Yearcs,as bVedelius Contends, I ſhall not enquire, 
protafii. Au- 2. Some are private, which the Apoſtle cals , houſes , 
1 de civit. ſo women, ſi quid diſcere uolunt, if they will learne any thing, muſt 
ei. l. 2 2.c. 8. aske their husbands at home. 
g 74 3 weekly; (i. e.) if men ſo pleaſe, not that any neceſſity is intended. 
in * Upon ſome working day, this ſpeakes the time for the exerciſe . 
1Cor.11.2z, Of Time ſome is ſolemue and facred: The Romanes had their dies 
feſt and feriati, their holy dayes, and dayes for ſacrificeʒſo under 
4. Epiſt. ad Mag. the Goſpell the Lord hath hs day , which by © Ignatius as well as 
b 4 8 S. Nohn is caldapiaxù, and by Þ Zaftin Martyr iuita de. The Lords 
pro Ch. 4%, Sunday. The day or publicke meeting. | | 

Some is common, given unto us by God, in which we are to 
doe all the warke we have to doe, this common time makes up 
our working dayes; it is expreſſed here to weete ON a wor- 
king day and in a private place, that ſo Chriſtians may be ready 
to give all poſſible reſpect unto the publick ordinance on the 
Lords day; For many times that which is lawfull in it ſelf, becomes 
unlawfull through miſcarriage, And here I will farther adde, that 

although it is to be found in the Acts of the Apoſtles, that the 
Chbriſtians continued in duty untill midnight, and alſo inc Pliny, 
Lic. ·piſt. 3. &c, that they met ante lucem, before day · to ſing Plalmes, &c. yet 
| in 
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in regard it gave ſo great offence to the Genti/es , as appeares by 
4a ee Felix and others, Chriſtians ſhould make it their great 4 in his Odta- 
care to meete in the day time, that fo concernment of this Yiu 
private ſervice and freewill offering may be clothed with inno- 
cency. 5 
To interpret the Scriptares; 
Some Scriptures are — 2 4 * 

The darker and wore ob/cure places are wrapp'd up in ſuch my- 
ſtery's, that the beſt accompliſhments of any in the world are not 
ſufficient for them, and if men be not here modeſt and ſober in 
their expoſitions, they may ſoone make themſelves as ridiculous as 
the Monlę, Paraus * ſpeakes of, who derived the word Apecaiypfic POE 
from ao, quad eſt, re; e ent, velo, ve las. * J ue 

The more plain eaſy places are the mii the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes of provided by God for Babes. | b Too ad Scris: 

To interpret or expoind;b River faith there is a twofold inter= $1.15: Py k. 

retatios | 
n 1. The one circa dictiones & earundem propriam ſgnificationems 
concerning words and their proper ſiguification, which he cals a 
verſion, paraphraſe or met aphraſe rendring the originall in a 


more knowne tongue 


2, The other is in judicatione ſenſis ex intentione ejus qui ſeripfit; 
which may be call'd, with B:ſbop Hall, the giving the ſenſe of a text. u. pes 
2 Glaſſius makes two.parts of interpretation. Jo: part by oy 
One is vers & genuini ſenſes inveſtigatio . p. 456. r 
The other is ejuſdem plans & perſpicua enarratio; a ſearching 
out of the true and genuine meaning of a place, and then a cleare 
and perſpicuous reporting of it. | 
* were needleſſe to ſay any thing to the other dutyes of praying 
and * it is granted on all hands that Chriſtians may 
meet for ſuch performances. 
The laſt words expreſſe the end of the meeting, to build us, &c. 
which are laid downe ſo plaialy, that if a man ſhould uſe words to 


open them he would expoſe himſelfe, probably, to that cenſure ſome 


expoſitors lye under, who, after ſome pains, leave texts more intri- 

cate then they found them. 

The ſamme of all then is this. That private (hriſtians though — 
ther 
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ther ordained, nor learned in «Arts aud tonguety having the words of 
Chriſt dwelling in them richly zealom of goud Workes,mmay meet Weekly 
if they pleaſe, in ſome of their owne private hauſes, upon ſome working 
day, to interpret and give the ſenſe of ſame more wſefull and more ea ſie 
places in the books of God, for the building up of each other in knowledpe 
ad holineſſe, which ſhail be proved by proceeding thus. 


CAP. 2. 


Containing the Arguments, by which tis proved lawfull for 


private Chriſtians to interpret, 


Firſt of all, it is not to be found in all the book of God, that 


v.Druſiu de the worke of interpretation is made proper to the Miniſtry. Learned 
tribus ſefis.lib, MEN may, pret, Wer 
Tribes. Tis granted that the publike interpretation, in the face of 


the Congregation , upon the Lords day, belongs to men in office, 
and ſo doe alſo the performance of other duties, which no man 
ſurely will ſay are peculiar to them; as for inſtance, the miniſter 
(a) Symph. is the mouth of the Congregation, and it is his duty ix public pre- 
Prob. W catione alii voce præire, as Sharpius contends ©, But what then? 
Apoſt. pag. 218. may not private Chriſtians pray privately in their families, cloſets, 
and occaſionall meetings? 43. 

The eAſſembly of Divines in their larger Catechilme, in anſwer 
to that queſtion, whither the word of God be to be read of all, 


ſay thus, although all are not to be permitted toread the word 


publikely to the Congregation, yet all ſorts of people are bound 
to read it apart by themſelves and with their families. Whither 
*Temple ſervice the Lection of the King mentioned by Mr. Lightfoor and Ainſ- 
«ap. 17. ſedt. 1. worth“ in his Annotations, were juſtifiable by Gods law, is very 
*On Deut.z i. v. doubtfull, as ſome conceive *, But however the Kings rendring 
of the Law is an extraordinary ſervice.. And here it will not be a« 


I 1. 
Deo. mille to take notice of what * Atterſoll ſaith of private Chriſtians. 


Deo ſate in loc. 92 ) 
Comment. on T his ſhall be a ſingular commendation unto us, if we ſo order our ſe- 


Tbilem. v. 1. z. verall charges and places of government, as that they may be called 
rather Churches,then private families; rather Schooles, then houſes, 
rather temples of God, then dwellings of men; rather T abernacles ſet 
vp to ſerve the Lord, then buildings erected to ſerve our ſelves. Now 
we ſhall attaine to this praiſe and eſtimation among the faithfull, if 5 

onſes 


the Scribes did interpret, who yet were of ſeverall 
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houſes do reſemble Churches, by the praftiſe of ſuch exerciſes as ave 
performed init. For the Maifter is both a King and « Paſtor within 
his ovone houſe; a King to rule and correct, a Paſtor to inſtruct and 
reprove; yea to remove ſuch as are obſtinate and obdurate. Let us 
therefare all of ns ſet ap little Churches in aur bonſes,let ua uſe in them 
prayer to God, (atechizing of our youth, teaching of the Ignorant, 
reading of the Scriptures, ſinging of Pſalmes, conferring one With 4 
not her, examining of our people, taking an account how they profit, 
comforting them that are Weake, encouraging them that are willing, 
diſconnrenancing them that are froward and untoward, ſbewing gentle- 
neſſe unto all, ſuffering the evill, and inſtrutt ing them with meckneſſe 
that are contrary minded. | 

Secondly, private Chriſtians , though not in office, nor learned 
in languages, are bound to read the word, and no where forbid to 
interpret. Read it they ought. Here then lets ſee what this word 
is which they muſt read: Andrew Mulletſa)ſaith that the Scripeare 1 
5 not the letter, but the ſenſe thereof, So alſo Thorndike (6), the ® Sn Pa- 
Word of God is not the letter and ſyllable, but the ſenſe and meaning of pif Rob * 2 
the Scriptures. . If ſo, then all thoſe places in the Law, Prophets. 8 
and Apoſtles which command theſe private men to read. do alſo 5 
command them, to render tbe ſenſe of all thoſe places they do read 
unto themſelves, which is interpretation; if then every particular 
man be to interpret to himſelfe, why may we not ſay that v# ws» p,c1.c RE, 
nita fortior, that two ate better then one? ſhall wow2pvne. be en- 90 3 
couraged into the world againe? muſt men turne Aſfoxkes when 
they read and interpret? If any man ſhould queſtion whither a 
private man be not enjoyned to interpret to himſelfe what he 
reads, I could wiſh he would conſider, whether that were a whole- , 48 
ſome and pertinent queſtion, which Philip offered to the Emnach, 1 
under ſtandeſt thou what thou readeſid Chryſoftome is much inthe * 
commendation of Phillip, for his ſeaſonable queſtion and prudent 
inſinuation, vide Philippi philoſophiam;and much inthe praiſe of the 
Eunucb, for the improvement of his time, Eanucbus & in foro, & 
in curru vectuu, lectioni Scripturarum attendebat, ſed vos hoc non 
4g itis, nullus enim veſtrùm in manibus habet librum, ſed omnia potius 
quam librum. The Ewunnch was for his books, we are for all things 
but our bookęs. Were Chriſtians permitted to read, and tied hang 4 
as that they ought not to —_— to themſelves,they CONTIN 

without 
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without under ſtanding, which is as unſeemly, as to pray without 
underſt auding; neither would they fare much better then the Re- 
mant now with their xuknowne tongue, or then the Romans of old, 
* Apol.2, S- when twas capital for any, except the Quindecemviri, to read 
rams deln Y the Propheſies of the Sybills, as * paſtin Martyr obſerves. 
wr ws 12" Thicdly, 1 ſhall lay downe ſome texts, that charge private men 
OS with the duty of teaching one another. Col. 3. 16. Let the Word of 
T1 8187 0us Chriſt awecll in you richly, in all Wiſdome, reaching aud admoniſhing 
a'vaprwoxe;- one ant her. | | 
Tur, The perſons here concerned to teach, are not only men in office, 
LaFant. inſt. but private men, whether learned, or no, tis a duty charged upon al 


I. 1. c. 6. men, mundani & ſæculares (i. e.) that according to (hry/efteme,all 


Cbr{oft. in loc. that have Wife, Children, Setvants, and Soules to ſave, muſt 
Trap. in lac. teach. T bis duty is double, 

I. The ene concernes a man towards himſelfe i, /, the word 
muſt dwell richly in him, or rather ãndwe in him, as an ingrafted 
and incorporated word. Alexander was wont to lay Hewers 

Plus. in ums Jiad's under his pillow, but Chriſtians ſhould lay up Chriſts 
word in their Hearts: they ſhould fo concoct and digeſt the word, 
28 to turne it into ſaccum & ſanguinem, into pure nouriſhment, 


that if there were any ſuch thing in the world as Tranſubſtantia- 


Cbyſ. tion, it ſhould be here. Mea muſt omnia iterxm atg, iterum verſare, 
ſearch and ſearch againe, till the word be as well knownto them, 
as thoſe that live in the ſame houſe, intas & in cute. They ſhould 
not let the word gaaſi pere griuum fore flare, ſtand at the door like 
2 ſtranger: now as à means whereby the word of Chiiſt may 
dwelirichly in us, Dr. Hammond obſerves that Chriſtians are to 
teach and admoniſh one another, which leads me to the 

2. Duty, which concernes a man towards others, Nzoxo7ns. 
There hath been a double miſtake about this word. 
® ſolicit? in au- Some are apt with Efturs and Piſcator,to ſay that here is reg we» 
tbore hoc ſclzciſ- ia an incongraity, making the text to ſpeake falſe Greeke, and 


of Frater: cor. 
rep. p. 6. 


mos excuſant, then correct it: theſe men 1 find“ Heinſus to deale with, and con- 


cum ipfs potim fute with a mags) ut . | 


accuſandi — Others conceiv ing the word to lay too much duty upon private | 


"dictum ile. Chriſtians, Eeme to mince it, allowing men to teach the Scrips 


run. Exercit. tunes, but not to interpret them: with theſe 1 have now to do. 
ny Teft.i" E anch ſaith, that to teach, is Scripturam ad 4/107 um uſaum inter 


Pre tari, 


5 


Non Ultra. 7 
pretari, to interpret the Scriptures to the edification of others; and 
there will be the leſſe doubt - whether Zancii be in the right; if it in loc. 
be obſerved that Chriſt makes uſe of the ſam word, when he 
commands his Apoſtles to teach all nations, Nx . Mr. Leigh Matth. 28. 20. 
faith it may generally be taken for all che parts of the Apoſtoli⸗ Cris. ſas. 
call and Eccleſtaſticall miniſtry;” Dr. Hammond puts ſome kind Epiſc. jura diſ. 
of honour upon the word, making it to import the worke of the 3. c. 16. 
Paſtor or Biſhop, whiles C,, a rnevorr, and R im- 
port rather the worke of the Evangeliſt. The Evangelift was to 
h co thoſe withost, the Paſtor or Biſhop was to teach and 
uild up thoſe within. Now if a Paſtor or Biſhop may interpret, 
becaufe Chriſt bath bid him go and teach; why may not we con- 
ceive ſo alſo concerning the private Chriſtian, who is bid to teach 
untill we heare from Chriſt to the contrary? Chry/oftome is very in lac. 
full co this purpoſe, Dic mihi, ſi qui ad literatores abennt, perperno 
in elementis addiſcendis perſiſterent, annon multum laboris preceptors 
exhiberent? quouſg, vobis &c. (i. e.) Tell me, what will ye never have 
learnt your letters? mult I be troubled with you alwaies? twas 
not ſo with the Apoſtles, they were wonr to teach for a while, 
and then make their beſt Scholler teacher to the reſt, and haſten 
away to another place; I could wiſh you would but Jooke into 
the world and fee what want of Paſtors there is; ſed vos we detine= 
tis hic aum. But if you did, 'twere not ſafe for me to go from 
you yet, for I have not perfedted my work among you; Chry/oftome 
was much moved that he had taughe them ſo long, and they had 
profited ſo little, whereas they might have been able ſo to have 
taught themſelves, as to have ſpared him for thoſe places in the 
Country that had more need. But what was it he would have them 
teach one another? ſurely twas the Seripesnre;for in the ſame place 
he calis to them, comparate vobis Biblia, to get Bibles, at leaſt ro 
get the New Teſtament. But what were they to teach one another 
from theſe Scriptures? Surely they were not to teach one another 
how many times [4] or Ob] was uſed in the N. T. the worke of 
the Maſcrizes under the old; but to teach one another the things 
belonging ta their eternajl peace. But it may be that Chrſeſtome 
would ba ve them teach one another the Scriptures, but not in. 
terpret the Scriptures. You ſay well, this is ſomething, and when 
you ſhew me a man that hath —_ out a hey to reach, and 
2 not 


in loc. 
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not give the ſenſe of what he teacheth, which is interpreting; then 
it may be, I will beleive, that hryſoſtome and Sr. Pan! would have 
private men to teach, but not interpret. I, will now returne to 
Z enchy zgaine, and ſee what he adds concerning admoniſhin 
one another, in regard he was ſo expreſſe, telling us that to — 
was to interpret. Ned commpnefacere, to admomiſu, (i. e.) ſaith he 
in r vin animum ponere, imprimere & inſculpere, to pre ſſe 
and urge upon the Conſcience what you have taught: a man muſt 
admoniſh thoſe qui ſciunt & pigri ſunt, ſaith H. Cardinal. or as 
(alvin,becauſe virtus laudatur & alget, ſimul addit admonitione que 
eſt veluti doctrinæ ſtimulus. (i. e.) A man, I ſay, muſt admoniſh thoſe 
that know their Maſters will, and do it not; the word muſt be en- 
forced upon their hearts, that have golden tongues, and leaden 
heeles, that can talke richly, but walke ſhamefully. Tis not e- 
nough for one private Chriſtian to teach another, (i. e.) to in- 
forme his underſtading; but he muſt alſo admoniſh another, (i. e.) 
apply what be hath taught, co reforme the affection. To this 
purpoſe doth Z anchy open the text, whence he alſo raiſeth a Do- 
Arine which I ſhall here inſert. | b 

Obſer va. Docendi munus, non ſol um pal am & publice in Fecleſid, 


| ſedprivatim & ſecretò in edibus quoque debere vigere, & Chriſtias 


nos teneri ſe mutuo docere, & adhortari privatim. (i. e.) the buiſi- 
neſſe of teaching is not only relating to the publick in the Con- 
gtegation; but private Chriſtians ought to teach and admoniſh 
one another in their owne houſes, I know by this time, ſome will 
be ready to ſay, that if private Chriſtians may teach and apply, 
they may not only interpret, but preach alſo;for what is preaching, 
but teaching and applying? And here they. will inveigh againſt all 
private meetings, and private perſons interpreting, as plaine prea- 
ching: reſolving to ſtarve their poor ſoules, rather then refreſh 
them at a neighbours houſe. But good Reader weigh that which 
Byfeild hath by way of 1 and anſwer. 

Ob. e It ſeems this place favours the opinion of ſuch as hold that 
*Chriſtian nei _—_— together upon the Lords day, or at o- 
cether times, when there is no publick exerciſe, may labour to e- 
«{ifie. themſelves by inſtructing one another, out of the word 
5 privately. 

K. It is not unlawfull ſo to do, and this place doth approve of 
| | it, 


r 5 3% a © oo» 


Non Ultra. bi 9 


*© it, ſo as they keep within their bounds, viz, that the matter 
citavght be not againſt piety, the true peace of Zion. And that 
rache manner be plaine and familiar, as Family inſtruction ſhould 
ie, by keeping on foot publike docttine, by conference, pro- 
«rounding of doubts, or inſtructing of the ignorant, out of ſuch 
ioplaces as they do undoubtedly — | 
\ Biſhop Davenant e the {awe purpeſe: Primus uſus eſt, ut Chriſti. 
ni (etiam Laici) ſeſe mutuò doceant & inſtituant in rebus ad fi- 
dem pertinentibus, & quam ſibi compararunt ſcientiam ex Scrips 
© turis, expromant ad fratres zdificandos cum opus fuerit. Quam- 
ct vis enim munus, publice,cum autoritate, docendi, incumbit mini- 
« ſtris; officiũ tamen, privatim, ex charitate, docendi, jiucumbit cui- 
t libex privato, cui datur facultas & occaſio alios in religionem 
cc & fide ædificandi. 7 he ſumme of thi I find in Elton. Tis not the in lac. 
« Miniſters office alone to teach and 8 eſpecially, 
ccand in peculiar fort it belong to him; but it is the duty of all 
that profeſſe Chriſt, they are to teach & admoniſh one another, 
c 25 occaſion is offered &c, yea private perſons may ſometimes 
* inſtruct teachers in ſome things in private, examples we have in 
cc , 48. 18. 26. poor Aquila and Priſcilla inſtructed 1 
«© 4pollos;the text ſaith;whom when Aquila and Priſcilla had heard 
they tooke him unto them, and expounded to him the way of 
God more perfectly. We ſee then our duties, now this duty is 
5 9 thought on or practiſed, nay I may adde tis much op- 
cc poſed, 2 
In the old Teſtament God was remarkeably ſevere, againſt all. 2 Cron. 26. v. 
that did intrude upon the Prieſts office, UXzich the King was ſmit, 7G 
ten with Leproſy, for offering to burne incenſe, yer us the Prieſts , Cron. 17.9. 
were to teach the people, ſo were the Jews to teach their Children, Deut. 1 1.18.19, 
2 Chron.\17. 9. Deut. 1 I. v. 18, 19. in both which places there is | 
the ſame (pre * word, and rendred by the Septaagint by the Selby. 
— wh St. Paul made uſe of Col. 7. 16. which imports the 
me duty. | 
The Preiſts were to teach, and to interpret the Law, and the 
Scribes,as Thorndike reports out of Philo, of the Eſſenes, lib. mmem Relig. Aſſem, 
probum liberum eſſe. Coming to their holy places called Syna agua Ce 3. 
they fit downe in ranks, according to yearesgthe younger under tie El- 
ders, with a ſit decorum, diſpoſed to Hare, then one taketh the books 
3 and 
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in loc, 


Ainſw. in loc, 


i. 


The Private (hriſtiang - 


. The duty, teach. 
&** 72. The perſons to be taught, children. 
1. The duty, teach them diligently, or whet them, i. e. as gin. 


worth faith, ofren, carneſtly and diligently teach them, that they may 
pierce ti hearts of thy Children to nnderſtand and affect them. 

2: The perſons to be taught, thy children: the Hebrewes under 
ſtand not the naturall ſons only , but Schollers alſo or Diſciples; the 


manner how the father ſhould reach his Child, is ſer downe in 


Exod.12. 26, 27. and it ſhall come to paſſe, When the Children ſhall 
ſay nnto them, what meane you by-thu fervice, that ye ſhall [ay it is 
the ſacriſice of the Lords paſſover, who paſſed over the houſes of the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael inc Egypt, when he [mote the e/£gyptians, and delive- 
red our houſes. 

The Jewes were to teach their Children, not only the outward 
rite, but the meaning of it alſo, accordingly they hold, from Exo 
23. v. 14, 15. and Dent. 16. v. 14, 16. that every child that could 


55% b Father by tht band, and go up from Feruſalim Mes, to the 


wonntaine of the Temple, his Father was bound to cauſe him to go up. 
and appeare before God with him, to the end he might catechiſe him in 
the commandements. - f 

If a child asked this queſtion, what moaneth this ſervice? Tis to 
be ſuppoſed, that the an/wer was to this purpoſe. © 
1. Tonching the name of it, tis called the Paſſeover from an He- 
brew word ſignifying to paſle by, or paſſe over &c. as the ſou = 

+ - calle 


vo + { hs ed. 
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Non Ultra. 
called Hebrews , from Eber, x word of the ſame fignification, re- 
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lating to the paſſage of Abraham over Evphrates, as ſome thinke. Seiden de Lydu, 
Becauſe Pharech had oppreſſed Iſrael, Gods firſtborne, therefore 37%. me c. 2. 


God paſſed over the Iſralites, and flew his firſtborne. 


B. Ba 


ington 


5 in loc, 
2. The outward element, the res terrena, was a Lamb; and why Gerrard. loc. 
a Lamb? becauſe the Lamb doth excellently ſet forth Chriſt our com, Tom, 4. de 
Paſſeover, who is already facrificed for us; the Paſchell Laub was ſas: c. 4. 
per fectus, maſculus, anniculus, a male of a year old, without ble» 


miſh, which repreſented Chriſt who was without ſpot, dividing 
the ſpoile with the mighty, having power given him over all fleſh, 
having the keyes of Hell and Death, the of the Kingdome 
of Heaven, ſo that none can go downe to the chambers of death 
without his leave, or come off from the tormencs of Hell without 
his warrant, ot enter in at the gates of glory without his favour. 
3. The action of the Sacrament. + | 

I. Segregatio, the Lambe was to be ſevered from the flock; 
ſo was Chriſt ſet apart by the Father for the worke of Redemp- 
tion, and will not you ſet your ſelfe apart for his ſervice? - 

2. tMatatio, the Lamb was ſlaine; Chriſt died for the ſins 
of the world: * | 


1 


T ayloy en Types 


3. A(ſatio, roaſted with fire, Chriſt was pierced through, faſts | 


ned to the Croſſe, and did undergo the fire of his Fathers wrath, 
that fo he might become food for ſinnets. 

Manducatio, the Lamb was to be eaten; we muſt eare (rift 
fleſs and drinks Chriſts blood, lob, 6.56, 

4. Communicants, not forreiners nor hired' ſervants, but all 
men and women belonging to the Congregation of Iſrael, and 
Proſelites alſo, if they were circumciſed. 

5. The end, ut eſſet memuriale preteriti & ſigura futuri, that we 
might keep in mind the deliverance that is paſt, and that it might 
6g-re forth the greater deliverance by Chriſt, which was then to 
come. | 
To whet this docttine upon the heart of his Hebrew child, he 
might tell him, that as the Lamb was to be eaten with /oxvre hrards, 
ſo ſhould he thankfully remember the hardſhip of e£gype, from 
which Goch had delivered him, as alſo to come befote the Lord at 
this Feaſt in the hitterneſſe of his Soule for fin; when the leaven 
was to de caſt out of che houſe, ſin was to be caſt out of the ** 

| and 


12 


58. 
Com. on Phil. 
verſ. 2. 


Auer ſol. on 
Phil. v. 1. 2. 


Snag Fu lai. 
c. 3. guiſqui: 
autem gute tem- 


norum illorum 
peccaverit ej 
pena purem m- 
net. 


ö =P of Fathers; it is one thing to teach t 
un 


pu tredecim an. 


| The Private ( hriſtians 
and then the offering would be accepted. Some ſuch anſwer as 
this, they were to gwe by Gods law; and they did fo, faith God- 
win: certainly here was verbs; & expoſitionss comunttio, interpreta» 


Aw i tion of Scriprares; and yet the Father was bound to it, and it mz 
2 — be, if his poor neighbour had asked the like queſtion with his child 
vel. Com. in he might without ſin, have given a like anſwer. But before I paſſe 


— 
; Ex84.1 


416. to another argument, I will lay downe the Judgement of ſome 


men, concerning the duty ofa Father, becauſe I meer with many, 
that will not allow'the Father to interpret the Scriptures to his 
Child. In Hilderſbam I find thus, no Miniſter it more ftraightly 


- P[.511ef. charged of God, to teach and Catechiſe bis flock, then you ( Parents) to 


inſtrutt your children, In Dyke that there are two ſpeciall duties of 
the Paſtor reſpecting Gods ſervice, preaching, and praying; inboth 
theſe in ſome meaſure ſhonld the governers of the Family be like the 
Paſtors of the Church. They are alſo greatly decei ved, who take them- 
ſelves to be diſcharged of their duty, when they have taught them( their 
Children) the ten commandements, the Lords prayer, and the {reed; 
or the Articles of faith becauſe they ſay they have done what they can, 
and are able to performe no more. If they can ds no more, it is a ſhame 
for them that they will be Fathers, before 42 can do that which i the 
bem to ſay them, an other to 
rſtand them:it is not enough for us to help them to ſpeake the Words, 
unleſſe we labour to make them conceive the meaning of the word. The 
commandements of the law, and the petitions of the Lords prayer, ſtand 
not in the bare words, but in the true meaning: let them know there - 
fore, that they muſt render a greater account, then of teaching them to 
utter and pronounce the words ; they muſt cauſe them to underſtand 
them, they muſt [ow the ſeeds of Chriſtian Religion in their hearts, 
they muſt inſtract them with all diligence, they muſt exhort them with 
all earneſtneſſe, they muſt charge them to feare God, and to walke in 
his wajes; that ſo their children may be made Gods children, and ſo give 
them to him ag aine, of whom, by Whoſe bleſſings at the firſt they recti- 
ved them. 

All this I ſuppoſe amounts to that, which ZBaxtorphiue relates 
from the Jewes; that they looked upon the ſins of their Children 
as their owne, till cheir children came ro thirteen yeares of age. 
And if ſo,lets not eavy parents the beſt advantage they can make 
of Gods word, by interpreting it unto, and whetting it upon _ 

A 
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And it being all one whetber theſe duties be performed in ont Family, Duty of Paſtors 
or a collection of more, as Dr. Owen ob/erves.. I will go on to ano. 4d enple p. 5 2. 
ther argament. 

Fourthly, it may be conſidered what the Scripture faith con- 
cerning private Chriſtians edi fing one another. 1 Theſe 5. 11. e- 
difie one anot her, d tuo laci n, the ſame word made uſe of when Mis. 
niſters are commanded to edifie. 1 Cor. 3. 10. Eph. 4. 12. 

1 en vomi nis, the word ſignifies to build, aud the Metaphor 
is taken from Carpenters and builders, who by degrees carty on 
and raiſe op their worke, untill they have brought it to ſome pers 
feRtionz this Metaphor the holy Ghoſt ſeems much delighted 
with; tis applied to the Saints, who are the Temple and houſe of 
God, i Pet. 4. 17. in which he dwelleth by his Spirit, the whole 
company of the elect, are compared to a great city, the new Jeru⸗ 
ſalem built up of believers, as living ſtones upon Chriſt as the cor- 
ner ſtone, _ | e 1 10 

.24 2uidre;, to edifie or build up one another, is to further and 
help forward one another by all holy meanes in grace and good : 
neſſe, to exhott, comfort, and reprove one another. dayly, Hel. 3. 
13. to provoke each other to love and good works, to warne 
them that are unruly, to rebuke our neiglo ur, and not ſuffer ſin up- 
pon him. Le vit. 19. 17. The Originall ſignifies to rebuke with 4#i/.in lac. 
conviction, or argument, by word, to ſhew what is right, and Jb. 13-3. C32. 
to refell the contrary, and tis rendred ſometimes to reaſon, ſome- 84-4 
times to convince, and to reprove: if we do it not, we ſhall bely= 
able to the puniſhment of other mens ſin. Quare ſi quis ferat 
peccatum in alters, jam contraxit poccatum ipſe. To edifie is to D/ Raiuoli 
make a gratious uſe of the C Or C, verba viva, G- Cenſ lib — 
vi vi ficant ia, the lively Oracles, or lifegiving Oracles, the Scrip- Tom. 2 fra. 138 
tures, for all thoſe holy ends and purpoſes of exhortation, com- 
fort, admonition &c. The Carpenter can doe nothing without his 
rule and ſquare, the Chriſtiari can dee nothing in this building 
without Gods word, which is the rule, Gal. 6. 16. & as builders of 
a houſe do mutually help on another, till they have finiſhed, ſo eve- 
ry private Chriſtian ſhould be ready to ſerve his brother in love, 
till the Temple be compleated. Iwill here lay downe one inſtance. 

Put the caſe many poor Chriſtians meeting together a little 
before Eaſter, fall to diſcourſe, 8 Eaſter day is a great day, un- 
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The Private (Chriſtians 
as fekog; 2 good time, they have laid by their offering mony, and 
if they can gaine their new clothes, they purpoſe to receive in the 
morning, and meet with the young men of the next Pariſh, you 
know where in the afternoone. Whereupon one more ſerious 
then the reſt, askes them with teares, whether they underſtand 
the nature of the Sacrament, the meaning of that morſel of bread 
and ſip of wine; he finds them all ignorant, not diſcerning the 
Lords body, tells them of the great danger of poing to the Mar- 
tiage feaſt, without the wedding garment, they would eate and 
drinke judgment to themſelves, At this ſome ſteale away, but o- 
thers defire him to go on, tis agreed among them to retire unto 
the next private houſe for convenienty; and the rather becauſe 
eng train all acts of Religion are ſcorned, but what are per- 
formed as it were in the warker place and in the corners of the ſtreets. 
Well, the honeſt hearted Chriſtian begin: with that of the Apo- 
ſtle. The Lord Jeſus the ſame night in which he was betrayed, toobę 
bread, and when he had given thanks, bt brake it and ſaia, ral, rat, 
this my body which it broken for you, this de in remembrarce of me; 
after the ſame manner alſo he tool? the enp, when he bad ſapped, ſays 
ing, this cup is the mew Teſtament in my blood, this do ye as oft as ye 
drink it in rewembrance of ne. Wherein he bids them marke 

1. Who is the Author, Jeſus Chriſt, his table you go to, look 
to your ſelves: Adam loſt all by eating of the tree of Knowledpe, 
you may do ſo too by eating of that bread of hfe· 5 
2. The time, the night wherein he was berrayed, theſe are the 
words of a dying man, which ſhould be remembred, be hath a 
Lepacy to beſtow, worthy to be accepted, be is now, even now 
giving his body, not to the duſt, but to penitent ſinners: O the deare 
love aud the care of Jeſvs towards the children of menl though 
the time was now drawing nigh that he muff drinke up the cup 
of his fathets wtath, and having ſweat out ſome of his blood in 
the garden, was to looſe the reſt upon the Croſſe: yet all this 
could not ſtop the courſe of his affections, nor ſhut up the bowells 


of his mercy, nor divert his thovghts from out Salvation to his 


owne ſufferinꝑ, but comedentsbus ii, even while he was eating 


his laſt bit, in the very night that he was betrayed, he takes care 


to give to his Diſciples, this pepuarc a du,, this potion of im- 

mortality and bread of eternall life. 
3- The matter of the Lords ſupper, bread and wine, the — 
ible 


Non Ultra. I5 
ſible matter is the body and blood of Chriſt: Indeed the table of 
Chriſt hath no outward: pomp and beauty; this Sacrament is the 
picture of him who was a man of ſortows, and drawne in the day, 
when Gods fierce wrath was upon him: but what then, will you 
deſpiſe it? God forbid. Chriſt can feed thouſãds with a few loaves. 
While we have bread we feele no famine, where there is Chriſt, 
there is no wantibe is qut bread and wine, we may live with him; 
if we live to him, we cannot live without him. V pane, vita 

riſts. 1 12 

21 The actions of Chriſt. | 2 9 | 
I. eAccepit panem, he tooke bread, ſo be tooke upon him our 
nature, the ſeed of Abraham, and became Ema. God with us: 
this is the great myſtery of Godlineſſe, God manifeſted in the 
fleſh. Deus & howo, mater & virg . | 172 5 

2. He gave thankes, or as tis expreſſed in another place, he bieſ- 
ſed this was Chriſts ſetting apart the bread and wine from com · 
mon uſe, to a holy and ſolemne uſe: he gave thanks, and yet lit- 
tle comfort he had from the world in his life, and leſſe he was to 
have in his approaching death; yet he gives thanks. Chriſt had his 
delights from evet laſting with the Sons of men, (i. e.) in contris 
ving the buſineſſe of their ſalvation in laying the plot and deſigne Prov. 8. 31. 
of it, and when he came ſomewhat neer the conſummatum eſt, the f 
accompliſhment of it, he told his Diſciples, deſiderio defideravs, I 
have a huge, great, and earneſt deſire to eate with you: and there- 
fore in the very night wherein he was betrayed, he takes the bread, 
and gives thanks to God the Father, for the leaſure and oppor- 
tunity of celebrating his laſt ſupper, for the redemption ofthe 
world; defiring with all that the bread and wine might nouriſh up 
the ſoules of his Diſciples to eternall life. 

3. He brake the bread and poured forth the wine; ſo was his 
body broken, and his blood poured forth for our tranſgreſſions. 

4. Take, Chriſt gives the bread and wine; God fo loved the 
world, as to give his Son, and fo loved the world as to give hims 
ſelfe: Chriſt is the greaceſt gift, of deareſt love; as he then gives 
himſelfe to thee, fo do thou give thy felfe to him. 

5. Eate and drivke: but what is it, O Jeſus that they muſt eate 
and drinke? That body of which thou ſaidſi to Mary, touch me 
not, for l am not yet aſcended: muſt not ſhe touch thee, & muſt 
we feed upon thee? This accipe 2 comede, take, eat, notes not 
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a cartall feeding upon his fleſh now in glory, but a ſpirituall fees 
ding of the Souſe upon Chriſt under the ſpecies of bread & wine. 
6. The* verball aRion as one calls it, hu & my body, which 


0b, Deniſon biz was broken for you. O happy ſoule! as AMoſes found God in the 


ſacram. Ban- 


Juct. p. 133. 


Math. 26. v. d. 
10. 


Fra. Correp. 


9.5 


buſh, ſo thou mayſt find him in the bread. | 

5. The end of it, this do in remembrance. of me, behold this Cru. 
cifix: as the Maſter of rhe feaſt ſaid,” friend; how cameſt thou hi- 
ther? ſo will Chriſt ſay one day to every communicant, friend 
wherefore cameſt thou in hither? then happy ſhall that man be, 
that can ſay, Lord, l came to remember thy death, that ſo my faith 
may be ſtrengthned, my fin mor tified, and my pardon ſealed. 
And having gone thus fart, he exhorts them to examine and judge 
themſelves he re, that they may not be condemned by the Lord; 
deſiring them but to conſider, whether it be not meet to cleanſe 
the roome where the Lord muſt lie, to come with broken and 
bleeding hearts, to receive a broken and bleeding Jeſus, and to 
pray that that blood of Chriſt which was once poured forth for 


them, may now be © poured: forth upon them, that as 


Chriſt died for (in, they may dy to ſin, and never re- 
turne to folly more. Having ſaid thus, the whole company gives 
him hearty thanks, intreating him as oft as he can to meet with 
them and inſtruct them, he promiſeth, ſeeing they lo pleaſe, week- 
ly at the ſame place and time, to come to them, bringing with him 
fome godly able Chriſtians, who in their courſe ſhall ſhare with 
him in the worke; and it may be, they will prevaile with their Mi- 
niſter to come and overſee them and encourage them. Now tel 
me Reader is not this edifyiog? is not this interpreting? is not this 
exhorting and inſtructing, teaching and admoniſhing? cannot 
ſome private Chriſtians do thus? may not ſome private Chriſtians 
do thus? Hath this private man intruded into the Miniſters office 
or no?hath he leaped over the bounds which Chritt ſaid he ſhould 
not paſſe? I hope thou wilt ſay he ſhould not be troubled, he hath 
wrought a good worke, and not ſay as they did: ad quid perditio hec? 
why was he prodigall of his grace? But becauſe all men ate not of 
one mind, I will lay downe the thoughts of ſome others in their 
owne words, and leave the world to judge. Metacbant enim ma- 
lum, fi contra publicam perſuaſionem faterentur quod erat verum. 
Latt ant. Inſtit. I. 1. c. 19. | 
Dr. Hammond, Charitative fraternall correption, is net any mans 
| peculiar 
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peculiar province, or encloſure, but the engagement aud duty of every 
Brother, or common Chriſtian, this is one ſtep to the worke, the 
other Teſtimonies will be full. A. 

Dr. Sclater, ſpeaking of edifying, it is true, that in the manner of Expoſition on 
performing, ſomething there is in all theſe, peculiar to Miniſters, Thus x Theſ. 5. 11. 
conceive this mutuall edification to differ from that we call miniſterial. 

Firſt the one ts With Amthority, the other out of ſociall charity, Seconds 
Iy to do theſe things in the congregation is ſo peculiar to the Miniſtry, 
that he i guilty uſurping the honour of Aaron that intrudes upon it; 
Jet in the Family and private converſation the duties belong to all. 
Preſently after he comes with a queſtion, which ſome would 
make, and then anſwers it.. | 

Q. Forſooth every man ſhall beare his one burthen, and whereto 
ſerve our CMinifters? 5 

R. God hath laid thu charge upon every mans Conſcience, to ad- 
moniſh and exhort: the precept is not only to turne, but tocanſe others 
ro turne, and the fins of others which thou art bound to hinder, by not 
hindring become thine. The duties in publike concerne the Miniſters, 
but is it for nought that you are called a kingdome of Prieſts? and have Rev.1.6 
all received an oyntment from the Father? To this which the Dr. Tobn 2. 20, 
hath aid, I will add out of Trap, that this eyntment muſt ſmell all L om. of ad- 

ods hom ſe over. monition. 

Rutherford drawes up Robinſons argument thus. Thoſe who are Due right of 
to watch, to knit together the Saints, to edifie them, have received the Preſbyi.p. 335 
keyes and are governers, and Officers, but all the faithfull are to 
watch, to knit together the Saints. Ergo. Firſt the Major is falſe, 
for if becauſe the Saints may ediſie, they ſhall have joynt power and uſe - 
of the Keyes with the officers, they may adminiſtrate the Sacraments. 

Now becauſe they may in a ¶ hriſtian way doſome acts of edifying, it 
followeth not, that therefore they may do theſe acts by power of the keyes, 
and with an Eccleſiaſticall aud Church power, they may do the ſame 
duty, ergo, with the ſame power. A Scholler may teach his Schoolfellow 
the ſame leſſon, that his Maſter doth teach him, ergo, he may do it by 
the ſamt magiſteriall authority: a wife may cure a diſeaſe, ergo, ſve 
may by the ſame authority that a Dr. of Phyſick, approved by the in- 
corporation of Phy ſitians,cure a diſeaſe, it followeth not. | 
Dr. Field. An authenticall interpretation, which u not only true, 
but ſo clearly and in ſuch ſort that every one is bound, to imbrace and Of the Church 
receive it: as before we made Far of ivadgment ons of diſcretion, com" 4· 6. 16. 
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on toall; the other of direftion, common to the Paſtors of the ¶ hurelʒ 
aud a third of Furisdition, proper to them that have ſupreme power in 
the Church: ſo likewiſe we make three kinds of interpretation, the firſt 
pri vate; aud ſo every one may interpret the Scriptures, (1.e.) pri vate- 
ly with himſelfe, conceive or deliver to other what he thinketh the mea» 
ning of it robe. The ſecond of publiks direction, and ſo the Paſtors of 
the (hurch &c. | | 

Comment. on Hr. Bayne, How thu { ſperking of edifying) can be « duty be- 
Epheſ. c. 4. 16. long ing to private Chriſtian's ſeeing they are the building, the Mini- 

ſters of the word are the builders. Preſently after be anſwers thus. 
We muſt know, firſt, that God doth build thu body: on this rock I 
build this Church. Secondly, the Miniſters.of God: 1 4s 4 Mr. buitn 
der have laid the foundation, and athers build thereupon, Thirdly eve- 
tx private Chriſtian bath a part in it. The difference it thu, God doth 
put out all the efficacy and vertue that doth create this body, the Minis 
fters are inſtruments publike, whom he hath joined to himſelfe by ver- 
tue of publike callings, how ſhall they preach except they be ſent? Eve- 


ry private Chriſtian ian inſtrument privately doing that Which the 


Miniſter doth in publike, by vertur of the bond of brotherhood, or ſome 
more near relation. + _ | 

Mr. Baxter ſpeaking of the Aſſemblies larger Catechiſme; 
| by Where it is ſaid the word of God is to be preached only by ſuch as are 
fail ſon of ſufficiently gifted, and alſo duly approved and called to that office; 1 
_—_ wnderſtad it only of that ſort of preaching which in proper to Miners, 
beleiving that there is alſo a Preaching ,that a Maſter may uſe in his 
Familie, and other Chriſtians occafianally: and herein 1 doubt not, but 

I hit their ſenſe. | 

And if ſo, then here are Authorities, and good Authorities in 

great abundance. | 


A Cap. 3. 
. Containing an Anſwer to all the Objections, which are uſually made a- 
gainſt private mens imterpretings, 


1 come now to the objectious, which are made againſt private 

Religion of mens interpretings. Some of them have been a thouſand times 

Proteſt. preface anſwered already; as Chillingsworth ſaith of thoſe which Dy. Pot= 
10 the Reader, ter made and anſwered, yet they muſt be ſpoken to againe. 

Ob. 1. Theſe private men have not the languages, how then can 

they interpret. R. To 


Non Ultra, 1 
R. To this I borrow an anſwer from Dr. Taylor: Conſultins Pr. ꝓer. Tier. 
the Originall, i thought a great matter to interpretation of Scriptures: lib pro. Sec. 4. 
but this is to ſmall purpoſe: for indeed it will expound the Hebrew, and n. 5. 
the Greeke, and reftifie tranſlations; but I knuoty no man that ſaies, 
that the Scriptures in Hebrew and Grethe, are eaffe and certain to be 
underſtood, and that they are hard in Latine and Engliſh; the diſſicul- 
tie # in the thing, hewever it be expreſſed, the leaſt is in the language. 
Obj. 2. Private mens interpretings, leads them into errors, the 
Scriptures being too darke and obſcure for them. 
ER. Upon this ſcore indeed the Propheſies of the Sibi/s were 
locked up from the 3 74a, the people. Canſa hujm occ ultationis If. Cauſab. ib. 
fait, ne privati homines, & factioſ, auctoritate Sibillarum frets, aut 
in patrii ceremoni is, ant in public re aliquid nevarent. And for 
the ſame reaſon, the Papiſts ro this day wrapp the Scriptures up in 
an unknown tongue. And here I will call co mind the Anſwers 
which were once thought to be ſound againſt the Papiſts. The way to the 
Dt, White, It 53 4 cen reproach laid upon ony people, that they true Church 
read the Scriptares in their bouſer, and the tranſlations thereof be e- ſect. 5. num. 11. 
thing elſe but profanations of the Bible; and this graceleſſe conaeit, like 
37 Atheiſts, they urge as rudtlir, exclaiming Withall, that 
this 33 a proncipall canſe to inrreaſe herefies and ſach likg: all which 
being cempared with the praiſe of the Primitir and «Apoſtolicel 
Church, you may freely jadge how trulie the Feſmit ſuith afterward; 
D Romane ({barch never altered ont point of Religion; for thi wri- 
teth Theodoret of hin times. Tos hall every where ſee theſe points of 
vur faith, to br k . r and underſtood, not onlic by ſucth as ave teachers 
in th: Church, but x ven of Coblers, and Smiths, and Webfters, and 
all kind of »Aiifiteyy, yra all vny women, not only they Which ave 
book learned, bur they aſſo n hich get their living by rheiy needle, you 
mailltro nts and waiting Womes,& not citizensouly, but buſbandmen 
dy the ('ommyy are very ſkalfall in theſe things, yea yog may heare a- 
mon gſt m Ditchtrs and Nahe ard and Moodſetters diſcuurſing of 
the Trinity and the Creation: the like id reported y others, and what 
maruaile? fir the Laity was accuſtomed: ts the text of the Bible ut 
well as the learned, young (hildren and women 4s well as others; and 
bis doftrine that was Preſider in the Trent Coppirecy,that adiſtaſfe 
was firter for women then a Bible Was not yet hatched, Nettarins of 
Judge, was made Biſhop of Conſtantinople, and Ambroſe of a Deputy, 
Biſhop of Millan, Gregory the Father of Nazianzen and T halaffi- 
| 1 
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#1 Biſhop of Ceſarea,of Laymen Were made Biſhops ; whith ſhews how 
diligent Laymen were in the word of God, that they could be able to 
ſuſtaine the office of « Biſhop, Origen from his ¶ hildhood was taught 
the Scriptures, and gat them without booke, and queſtioned witch his 
father Leonides art holy Martyr, who re jaiced in it, about the difficult 
ſenſes thereof, So Matrina, Bafils nurſe, taught him the Scriptures of 
a Child, after the example of Timathy : and Emeſenns from his Infan- 
cy was uſed to the word of God:manie Laymen among whom was the fas 
mons Paphnutins, being very learned, came to the Nicene Councell. 
Gorgonia the Siſter of Nazianzen was well learnt), Hiereme writes 
of Paula a Gentlewoman, how ſhe [et her maids to learne the Serip- 
tures, and many of his Writings are directed to women, commending 
their labour in the Scriptures, and encouraging them thereto, as to 
Paula, Euſtochium, Salvina, Celantia &c. which he would not have 
done, if he had been a Papiſt. It was the reproach that Fulian the A- 


poſtate laied upon the Chriſtians, that their women were medlers with 


Preface to the 
N. Teſtament 


againſt the 
Rbem. 


In Cel; 16, 


the Scriptures; and from him the Papiſts have borrowed it: but the 
Apoſtles cennſell is rather to be followed, let the ſverd of God dwell in 
you plentifully, in all wiſdome teaching and admoniſhing your ſelves; 
upon which place ſaith Hierome; hence we ſee that Laymen muſt have 
the knolyledge of the Scriptures, and ttach one another not only (uffict= 
ently but alſo undant iy. 1 

Dr. Fulke. With reverence of, Gods myſteries, aud to that end they 
Were given, every man might not only without repre hes ſion, but with 
good liking and commendation of the godly Fathers: read, reaſon, diſ= 
pute and ſearch,which is to turne and toſſe the bookes of the Scriptures. 

Biſhop Davenant. Si hoc genus arguments valeret, Deus, Chriſtus, 
& Apoſtoli peccarunt, qui promnlgari voluerunt verbum Dei promiſe 
cue omnibus; non obſtante hoc, quod multi eodem abutebantur ad ſnam 
perniciem. 2 Pet. 3.16. Præterea, eſſet hanc ob cauſam lericis eque 
ac Laicis neganda lictio Scripturarum; nam & illi ſepenumerd peſſi. 
me abutuntur Scripturts. Quis enim neſcit, omnes ferè hereſes ab 
Epiſcopis, Presbyteris ant Monachis fluxiſſe, non a Laicis & Seo 
cnlaribus. Teſtimonia fere tot habemus, quot bereticorum nomina. 

2. Many private men of gocd heads and honeſt hearts, by their 
paines and induſtty, though uniearned.atraine to great knowledge 
in the Scriptures; inſomuch that wicked men are hardly able to 
withſtand the power, by which they ſpeake, but that their conſci- 
ences ate relieved with the common report, that ſuch a man is 

i - 
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a Tabepreacher, and it matters not int he faith, I deſire the Reader,Piſcourſe 
who ever he be, to conſider of what Dr. Willens bath concerning c 
prayer, and then let him tell me whether much of it might not be __ . a . 
ſaid concerning interpreting. „ 
Tyboſe things that we learne for pracbiſe, we ltarſ by practiſe, ſaith the 
Philoſopher; and that is one reaſon 'Why many ignorant men do (ometimes in 

this gift excel thoſe that art much more eminent for Learning and K ne- 

edge; becanſe though theſe do better under ſtaud the rules and theory, yet 

the other do prattiſe more, and by that meanes attaine toa greater readi- 
ne ſſe and facility in this gifts, and this liksWiſe is the reaſon, why in theſe 

latter times, divers men have attained to a greater preheminence this way, 

then was uſuall heretofore, becanſe formerly this kind of ſtudy and indeas 

vour Was leſſe in nſe. Men did generally confine themſelves to particular 
formes,& did not make it their buſineſſe to improve in this ability, Againe; p. 12. 
And if it br a fault not ro ſtrive and labour after thi gift, much more 1 

it te jeer & deſpiſe it, by the name of ex tempore prayer, and praying by 

the ſpirit; which expreſſions, as they are frequently uſed by ſome men by 

ay of reproach, are for the moſt part a ſipne of 4 prophane heart, and 

ſuch as are altogether ſtrengers from the power and comfort of this dut y. 
3. What if ſome of thoſe private Chriſtians cannot deliver their 
minds ſo readily and gracefully as might be wiſhed? ſhall all of them e 
be deſpiſed? and may not thoſe weaklings, in time grow up to ſomefus nung 
perfection? are we ſure that God who knoweth the mind of the ſpirit, ai et ali 
may not ownetheir labour of love and their freewill offering? Pliny. ſenan, . 
eAnimadverto etiam Deos ipſos non tam accuratis adorantium precibus, 2 
quam innocentia & ſantlitate latari, gratioremg, exiſtimari» qui delu. „ 2 pune 
bru eorum puram caſtamg, mentem, quam qui meditatum carmen intulerit. da pures. 
The Engliſh of it ] find in Mr. Baxter. This « the unhappy caſe of many La am. 
men of learning, and good parts, they are ſo ſenfible of the evillef the eror · Inſtit. l. a. 
bitancy of the trmes, that they overlooke and regard not the evill of their 
owne beartleſſe and unfaithfull adminiſtration. If they heare a private Pave 
man uſe ſome unfit expreſſions in prayer, it extreamly offendeth them, but Trajan. 

if they totally omit it, they are not much offended at it: they forget that God 

will beare more with many ſlips of the tongue, and nnhandſome words, thew Preface to 
"with the negleft of hi worſhip, or a heartleſſe performance of it, and that Conf _ 
"their well dreſſed forms if liveleſſe, are ſtinking carcaſſes, and uſeleſſe pi- * 

' lures, when a broken heart With broken expreſſions, may go away with the 

bleſſing: and therefore they are commonly againſt private mens praying to- 
gether, eſpecially before many, and as the Papiſts mould drive them * 

, D | the 
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the Scripture, for feare of abußig it, ſo would they drive thew: from: (dich 
prayer, leaſt they ſhould hap ta uſe ſome unbandſome words. 

4. What if theſe men ſhould not give the proper meaning of thoſe 
rexts they pretend to interpret? their diſcourſe may be juſtifiable from 
other places of Gods word, and very edifying notwithſtanding. I do 
not looke upon ſuch à miſiaterpretation, as falſe docttine, no more 
then | rake that to be falſe Latine, when one pointing with his finger 
to the earth, cryed out, O (lum! 

Dr, White. Though the proper interpretation be [ome time miſtalen, 
yet the truth i not al haies thereby obſcured: for heare what «Auſtin (aith, 
he errs not perniciouſiy, neither doth he altogether {ay untruly, who ſome- 
time expoundeth otherwiſe then the text meaneth, if ſe hu expoſition fur- 
ther charity, the end of the cmmandi ment. He u indeed deceived, but yet 
ſo, as when a man looſing buy way through a by - field, cometh Whither the 
way leadeth: his meaning is, that in many caſes Wrong expoſutions hinder 
mot the determinate and plaine judgment of the text. 1 

5. Was there never any good done by theſe private men? did Chriſt 
never ſhew himſelfe preſent with them? Eraſmus thought the bleſſing | 
of God would attend the indeavoures.of ſincere: private Chriſtians. 
Relig. Con- Ego vero puto vel nautis eſſe fas & c. fortaſſe & Chriſtus qui pollicitus 
viv. erat ſeſe adfuturum, nbicung, duo couuenirent, de ipſo tractautes, aſpira- 

bit nobis tam multis. 
Solrier Maſt we ſlight che great things God wrouꝑht by Ædeſius and Fra- 
' Eccleſ hiſt. mentivs among the Iadiant, that we may Sawer twndizes, ſerve an 
4.1. c. 13. Intereſtꝰ or paſſe by unthankfully that which is reported by Ry ffinus 
Hiſt. Ecel. of the captive woman, that converted the /berians? 
1. 1 c. 1b. Doe we not find in Theadoret, that a Prieſts Son was gained by a 
Eecleſ biff, god ly woman, and that the Son did afterward turne his Father from 
4.3 c. 14. Idolatry, when 7«lian was dead | | 
Were not women appointed by a Councell to fit the more ignorant 
Caran72. of their owne ſex for Baptiſme, and to teach them how they ſhould 
4 live afterwards? | 
de Did not the Biſhop of Ce/erea & Hieruſalem juſtifie the preaching of 
re Ee- Origen before his ordination by good authorities, when they urged 
l . ſeverall examples of godly Brethren, who were exhorted by learned 
men, and holy Biſhops to preach, adding withall that twas no unuſy- 
all cuſtome in other parts? or ſhall we ſay that theſe godly Brethren 
did not good but rather hurt? Much might be ſaid of this nature from 
therYa/denſes, & Albigenſes,of our own times. But I will paſſe to 2 
objecti- 


4 75, 5.20. 
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objextion, defiring thoſe whom ir concerns, to deliberate, whether or 
no the miſcarriages of private meetings might not be prevented, if that 
time were ſpent in overſeeing them, which is ſpent in railing againſt 
them. . D 

Ob. 3. Taken from the Scriptures ,2 Pet. 1. 20. »g Propheſie of the Scrip- 
ture is of any private interpretations 1 C vr. 12. 30. do all interpret? 
R. 1. To that in the 2 Pet. 1. 20. it ſhall be anſwered by opening 
the text: in which 3 things may be conſidered. 

r. What is meant by interpretation, + 

R. The word in the Originall comes from 3apwer, which ſignifies as Cameron 
it is uſed dy the Septuagint, abſcondite & occulta interpretari. To ins myro. Evan. 
terpret what was crypticall and darke, the underſtanding whereof a in loc. 
man attaineth not unto, no more then /oſephcould to the ſenſe of the 

dreames, without ſpeciall and extraordinary light from God.. Hence 

the Prophets, by whom God gave the Scriptures, are 'ſaid to be inter- 
preres divine voluntatis, to be interpreters of Gods will, making thoſe 
things manifeſt, which were occult before; and hence alſo theſe Pro- 
phets are called by the Ancient: Sropigyror, (i. e.) men atedy carried Fein as in 
out of themſelves, to ſay and do what God would have them; fo that v. 21. 
their interpretation of Gods will, was an &vygav , a revelaciapn, an 
inſpiration; Prophetarum oracula non eſſe bumana commenta, ſed tivine 
mandata. (i.e,) The Prophets writings of the old Teſtament, were not 
the figmenta, the inventions of their owne heads, but the commands 


of God. 
2, What by private? x 
R. Privateg1.is not here oppoſed to the interpretation of the Church, 

which the Papiſts talke of. Nor 2. to the interpretation of men that 
are ordained and in office, Bat 3, by private interpretation is meant 
that which is humane and from man, in oppoſition to that whichys 
from God. So that here is nothing at all directly ſpoken concerning 
the interpretation of the Scriptures, when men heare them or. read them: 
and for ought I know, the interpretationof the moſt learned Dr. when 
tis erroneous; may be called a private interpretation; when the inter- 
pretation of the meaneſt private Chriſtian being ſound and wholſome, 
muſt be call'd by a better name. In one word, by private interpretati- 
on is meant humane interpretation: the Scripture is not from man, 
but from God. I might give many authorities of learned men for this 


expoficion which 1 have made, cheifly out of Cameron but I will ſatiſ ,,,,, n. , 


4 


0 


fy my ſelſe with Bere, nec enim propriam interpretationem, opponunt in loc. 
C 2 communi 


* 
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communi, ſcil. publica, ſed adventitium Spirits « ſanfti danum, ei ſolertia, 
velilli in genii vigori, qui ſit # natur; bowinibns quantumpis inge- 

Exercit.in »joſs inſitus. And Henſius; non enim i i im i, ſi ve proprio inſtin- 

NT. in loc. Aa, qui d d rvwuatO giphyeroty(h. e.) ſeleni ſantti Spirits inſt inttu, us 

A 2 Ta, 1. Sropignn locuti [rent : Nei | 441; 

"> 2. Tis anſwered to that in 1 Cor: 12. 30. do all Feake with tongues, 
do all interpret | 1 

1. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of ;extraordinary gifts. 
2. Not confined to men in office, but given al ſo to private Chriſtis 
ans as God pleaſed. | | 

| Coneronib, 3. That he ſpake not of the interpretation of Scripture, as our con- 

m 1 C97. troveiſie intends, but of tongues. 

12. 10. 4. That many times one had the gift of tongues, that had not the 
gift of interpretation, and therefore cap. 14. v. 13. he was to pray 
that he might interpre. 

5. That to ſome men God gave the gift of interpreting the things 
delivered by thoſe that had the gift of tongues, and which did increaſe 
the miracle, as ( ameros obſerves, they eould interpret the tongues, they 


could not ſpeake in. Now judge (Reader) whether theſe texts, thus, 


and rightly,underſtood, are more to the purpoſe, then if a man ſhould 
have undertaken to have proved it unlawfull, for private meg to in: 
terpret by that text, Math. 1. v. 2. «Abraham begat 1[aak, and Iſaak be: 
gat Jacob; Ergo tis not lawfull &c. ee 
Ob. 4. This meeting &c, is a gathering a Congregation or Church, 
K. i. I cannot conceive this objection to be made, by men of the In- 
dependent judgment, becauſe they allow private Chriſtians the liber- 
ty here contended for, and alſo, infiſt upon a Church covenant, 
2. Neither will I beleive that any ſober men of the Epiſcopall or 
Presbyterial perſwaſion will owne it; becauſe I never yet obſerved 
them to ſay, that a Church was not an Organicall body, conſiſting of 
diverſe members, as eyes, eares, feet, &c. of ſome governing, and others 
governed. 1 Cor. 12. 14, 15. Rom. 12. 4-6. A. 20. 28. or that deare 
affection, or cohabitation and living together, or that meeting in one 
Aſſembly make a Church, and therefore 1 will paſſe it, till 1 have 
more. I have not heard that any thing hath been ſaid by way of obje- 
Rion, but what I have here laid downe, although it being fo eaſy a 
thinge to fic at home and find fault, tis likely more may be ſaid: but 
let men take heed, they do not envy the grace of God to ſome, whoſe 
errors they pretend to rage, . $05 become Lacrons 98 Quorante, 
| whiles 
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whiles they would be thought to diſpute agaioſt faction; in due time 
God may open our eyes to lee, and bleedingly to lament the unhappi- 
neſſe of our generation: we have been fo long debating whether pri- 
vate Chtiſtians may read the word and interpret it, that we may tru- 
ly fay with Chry/oftome, there are many do not know, whether there 8 
be any word of God, or no. Et ramen poſt tanta, ſunt quidam, qui neg, > 5. 
ſeiunt an ſint Scripturæ: : 


—. * — 


CA p. 4. 
| Containing an exhortation to theſe private Chriſtians with ſome ¶ autions. 


H Ere now a man might wiſh, with Zraſm, for the incloſure of all Paracl. 
the Eloquence in the world to perſwade men, but as he corrects 3 f 
imſelfe, tis bettet to importune the aſſiſtance of Chriſt, who can with- phe. 2285 

out the xe us, lenocinia, and ornaments of Rhetorick, give ſtrength 

to prevaile with thoſe 1 have now to do with. To you therefore,whoſe Plin. e. lib 

hearts God hath drawne forth to help your poor Brethren towards 1. %. 2. 

Heavenz to you I ſay, go on and proſper; you ſee your commiſſion 

is good, your warrant is from God, you may, you ought upon occaſis 

on to teach on another: come then ariſe, ariſe, gird up your loy nes, 

be not aſhamed of the Goſpell of Chriſt, tis the power of God unto 

falvation. What though men revile you, and ſpeak all manner of e- 
vill of you, accounting you the <wurgSaeuare and mpilnue, the filth of 

the world, ahd the off-ſcouring of all things? Say with your ſelves, 

weareno better then our fathers, the ſervant is not better then his 

Lord, this is not reſiſting unto blood, this is nothing to what Ieſus 

Chriſt ſuffered for as. O keep your eyes fixed upon the recompence 

of reward, and let your heart bleed for the ſcoffing /Amaells, that will 

neither enter into the Kingdome of Heaven themſelves, nor ſuffer 

thoſe that would; but like the Swine in the Goſpell, run from Chu iſt 

into the Sea of perdition. When you heare men cry out againſt your 

meetings as uſeleſſe, groundleſſe and ſeditious, then pitty them, pray 

for them, bearing in mind, that Spirituall things are Spiritually diſcer. 

ned, and that theſe men are in the condition of Harpaſte in Seneca, 

who having ſuddenly loſt her eyeſight, complained the houſe was 
& dark. Theſe men uſually have an Altar, they do ſacrifice, but tis 5gno- Epift go. 
to Des, to the unknown God, & like the Sodomites, are groping after bc fuus 
the door of Heaven, and very hardly find it. Like the Vintner in the eee. [ 
Goſpel), have at ficſt their beſt wine, and at laſt what is worſe; though denum te. 
D 3 their nebrſs. 
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their head be of Gold, yet their feet will be of clay; ſtill worſe and 
worſe, till the dayes draw nigh, when they ſhall ſay, we have no plea- 
ſure in them: O good it had been for them, they had never been borne. 
Io quicken you to your worke, conſider, 1. tis an excellent meanes to 
profit by the publike Ordinance, to meet often in private, to conferr 
upon the Scriptures, that ye may be able to underſtand the Miniſter 
in his Doctrines and Uſes. The Lord pardon our Nation, the language 
of the Goſpell to ſome is an unknown tongue, and the preaching of it 
is as ſoundipg braſſe, and a tinkling Cymball; becauſe Chriſtians will 
not teach and admoniſh one another, that the word of Chriſt may 
indwell in them. To others tis mote familiar and welcome for a time, 
but this holy fire ſoon goes out for want of fuell. Who among us al- 
moſt doth not weave Penelopes web, ipſa texuit & retexnit, what ſhe 
did weave in the day, ſhe did undoe in the night? Do not we learn 
and unlcarn? what we learn on the Lords day, we forget on the wor- 
king day; fo that we may ſay of our coming to Church, as Peter of 
his fiſhing, Maſter, we have travelled all day, and have taken nothing. 

2. Tou are bound to take the care of one another: doth the Lord 


commend to us the care of our enimies bodies, names, ſtraying Oxe? 


doth God take care for Oxen? will ye have no bowells nor com paſſi- 
on towards Souls, your friends Soules, your deare friends Souls, na 
your owne Souls? was it not rude, bloody and profane Cain, that ſaid, 
am I my Brothers keeper ? hath the Devill his agents? are there'many 
Factors for Hell? many Herods that watch for the babes of Bethlehem? 
And will not you that are members of the ſame body, ſet by God as 
guardians one of another, uf ee, quicken one another, and provoke 
unto love and good works? O indeavour to waſh your hands, to diſ- 
charge your owne Souls, and let not your Brothers blood lie upon 
ou. 
3. What an honour is it for you to be awe, 87, coworkers with 
God? is it not a great favour that God ſhould make uſe of earthen 
veſſells, and caſt the glory of his owne free grace upon your labours? 
Tour pound gaines te n pound, nay ye gaine 4 brother. Mat. 18. 15. Jam.5. 
19, 20, Brethren,if any of you ds erre from the truth, and one convert him, 
let him know, that he which converteth a ſinner from the error of hu way, 
ſball ſave a Souls from death, and ſhall hide a multitude of ſins. Oh how 
happy will you be ere long? twill be a bleſſed day, when Chriſt ſhall 
appeare, when Miniſters ſhall walke into heaven with their flocks, and 
you alſo wich your Converts, ſhining like the Sun in his glory. : 
2h as fo | | An 
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| And here let me adviſe you to take heed. * 


1. That ye deſpiſe not thoſe that are ſer over you in the Lord, but 
honour them for their worke ſake, ſuffer not one duty to crowd out 
another; as ye are bound to inſtruR others, ſo to heare them;remem- 
ber the jadgment of God upon Corab and his company, their Cenſer 
was kept by Gods ſpeciall appointment, as a memoriall and warning 
to all poſteritie. Nm. 16. 40. By whom did God call ye? by whom 
did God at firſt eſpouſe you to Chriſt? was it not by the publike Mini- 
ſtcie? and muſt that now be deſpiſed? I hope better things from you. 
Is not this the way wherein Chriſt is wont to walke and keale? Surely 
this Ordinãce is the golden pipe through which be conveighs grace to 
the Soule. Stand inthe Sun and ye ſhall grow warme. Walke in the 
garden of Roſes, and ye will be perfumed with pleaſant odours, Con- 
ider what Abraham ſaid to him in Hell, Zak. 16, 29. I thy five Bre- 
thren would not come, where you are, they have Moſes and the Prepbets, 
audiant ipſos, let them heare them. In one houre ye may have the fruit 
of many dayes ſtudy: the Miniſters gather {anna ſeed by ſeed, but 
they deliver it out by Omers and Epha's too. If ever your labour of 
love, turne to a labour of pride, if ever ye come to deſpiſe Gods Or- 
dinance, kaow aſſuredly that God will blaſt all your indeavours. 

2. That ye omit not to adviſe with ſome Godly and ab'e Miniſter, 
eſpecially in the firſt ſetting up of your Meetings, he can better judge Quo fi ut 
of your abilities then your ſelves, Parents are fond of their owne lum uxquz 
Children, we are too apt to delight in and admire the iſſue of our animal con- 


owne braines; to gaze upon our fine feathers, and forget our foule fc 

feet. | fete fs 
3. Be carefull in all your doubts to apply your ſelves to thoſe, whoſe 1. Cicer; of 

loc anky preſerve knowldge; inquire of them, what is the mind of bi Child, 


in Laan. 


4. Meddle not with thoſe places of Scripture which are darke and* © 15. 


_ obſcure, ſome places are que,, axpozmg, hard to be umet ſtõod. 


2 Pet. 3.16. But obſerve the advice of the Pſalmiſt, tell what God hath 
done for your Soules; let the worke of grace upon your owne hearts be 
a frequent text, thence interpret, and unfold the great myſteries of 
Gods deare love, fetching the beſt and moſt edifying proofs out of 
your owne boſomes: and when ye obſerve failings among your ſelves A Gelli- 
or others, chooſe thoſe places of Scripture, which are moſt pertinent ,. 20.6.5. 
to your occaſions. 
5. Carry all things with humility and meekneſſe; let no man __ 
| the 
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the preheminence, preferring one another in love, ſometimes heafe, 
ſometimes interpret, doing all things in order, decency, and to edifi- 
cation, that your good may not beevill ſpoken of. 

[ 6. See that ye do not only 32:5p4&y, but alſo p%Todiv, walke the 
42 6 word aright, as well as divide the word aright, let your diſeontſe, 
5. your habit, your life be ſerious, that others may find as much holi- 
neſſe in your converſations, as in your exhortations, that your preſence 
may check ſin, your faces ſhine as Angells, and your companie become 
terrible to impenitent ſinners, that your greateſt enemies may reve- 
rence you and be aftaid to hurt you, as the barbarous G was of 
Flut in vit. Marius, though hired to kill him. Tou muſt be as ſtatrs to lead to 
Mar. Chriſt, your lights muſt ſhine before others ye are the looking glaſle, 
others will dreſſe themſelves by you: twas x fore complaint ot Sene- 
ta of the Philoſophers, boni eſſe deſierunt, fimul ar docti evaſerint, the 
more learned, the leſſe morall: as if the waters of the Sanctuarie had 
put out the fire of the Sanctuarie. Take heed while ye exhort others; 
e your ſelves become not Caſtawaies; take heed 'thar whilſt ye are 
Landing an Arke for other, ye your ſelves doinot periſh. Twas ſo 
once, let it not be ſo againe, bat let your knowledge incarnate in 
your practiſe: twill appeare at the laſt daie, that one apple from the 
tree of good life, is bettet then ten from the tree of Knowledg. -- 
And new, O Lord, forgive all thoſe, that ſpeake evill of thy wayes; 
that grieve the hearts and wealęn the hands of thy. poor Servants, that are 
willing io build np one anothiy in knowledge & lol yne ſſi. E dien fo Lord pe- 


ſw, Amen. 
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